
Schemas and experiences 
from modeling German CMC 

Corpora in TEI

International Research Days: 
Social Media and CMC Corpora for the eHumanities

Journées Internationales de recherche 
«Médias sociaux et corpus de communication médiée 
par les réseaux. Annotation, analyse, données libres»

23-24 octobre 2015 

Michael Beißwenger, Eric Ehrhardt, 
Axel Herold, Harald Lüngen, Angelika Storrer

in connection with
Adrien Barbaresi, Alexander Geyken, Marc Kupietz, 

Lothar Lemnitzer, Andreas Witt



TEI schema drafts of the SIG: Some basic features

DeRiK schema (Beißwenger, Ermakova, Geyken, Lemnitzer, Storrer 2012):

 Introduction of an element model <post> for written user contributions to CMC 
interactions which combines features of text divisions and spoken utterances.

 Adaptation of the existing element model <div> for the rerpesentation of CMC 
threads and logfiles.

 Introduction of diverse models for CMC phenomena below the <post> level.

CoMeRe schema (Chanier, Poudat, Sagot, Antoniadis, Wigham 2014):

 Introduction of an element <prod> for the representation of non-verbal acts
 (re-)efinition of <post>, <prod> and <u> as models which may be combined 

within one interaction.  make the schema fit for multimodal CMC

CLARIN-D schema (Beißwenger, Ehrhardt, Herold, Lüngen, Storrer 2015): 

 Reduction of new elements through re-modeling some CMC-specific concepts 
from the previous schemas with „standard“ TEI
 guiding principle: „reduce to the max“: introduction of new models and 

modification of existing models only for concepts which are needed in any 
case; for everything else: best practices for the use of existing models

 Definition of an interface to part-of-speech annotations



CLARIN-D curation project «ChatCorpus2CLARIN»

Duration: 05/2015 – 02/2015
Project team:
 Michael Beißwenger (U Dortmund)
 Angelika Storrer (U Mannheim)
 Eric Ehrhardt (U Mannheim)
 Axel Herold (CLARIN-D center at BBAW Berlin)
 Harald Lüngen (CLARIN-D center at IDS Mannheim) 
+ other colleagues from IDS + BBAW providing support & expertise for specific work packages



Levels of customization

“Because the TEI Guidelines must cover such a broad 
domain and user community, it is essential that they be 
customizable: both to permit the creation of manageable 
subsets that serve particular purposes, and also to permit 
usage in areas that the TEI has not yet envisioned.”

customization0 = use existing modeling concepts (henceforth: 
models) according to a specific practice 
which is useful for your purpose ((adapt your 
needs to what the standard offers to you))

customization1 = change existing models so that they fit for 
your purpose ((adapt the standard to your 
needs))

customization2 = add new models ((extend the standard to fit 
for your needs))



The CLARIN-D Schema

Customization2:
Introduction of specific models for CMC-specific concepts:
<post> and <prod> for different types of user contributions to 
cmc interactions (building on the DeRiK and CoMeRe schema 
and extending the <post> model with additional attributes).

Customization1:
Modification of standard models which are used more flexible 
in CMC than in traditional written genres (e.g. letters) (building 
on and extending suggestions from the DeRiK schema).

Customization0:
Definition of best practices for the use of standard models
(without modification) – e.g.: use of <w> for the representation of 
PoS information.
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Extending the <post> model with attributes

@correspAction

is used to specify the ‘sent|delivered|read’ status a 
post as given for posts in whatsapp dialogues. 
Legal values are: sent | delivered | read

cf. the element <correspAction> in the TEI standard 
which is used for a structured description of the 
place, the name of a person/organization and the 
date related to the sending/receiving of a message or 
any other action related to the correspondence [TEI 
module correspondence description:

post metadata which is automatically generated and 
displayed by the system:



Extending the <post> model with attributes

post metadata preserving information about what the 
author or other users have done with the original post 
after it has been initially posted (= its revision history):

@revisedBy

is used to refer to a person-ID in listPerson in the 
teiHeader and to specify the respective person as the 
one who created a revised version of the post by 
editing its original content.

@revisedWhen

is used to refer to a date in the timeline as the date 
when a revision has been performed. 



Extending the <post> model with attributes

@replyTo

indicates to which previous post the current post 
replies or refers to.

 optional attribute which can be used for the 
annotation of thread structures

post metadata giving information that the researcher 
has reconstructed through interpretation and analysis:























https://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Benutzer:Peter2&action=edit&redlink=1
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benutzer_Diskussion:Peter2
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CUSTOMIZING A TEI SCHEMA 

1 

TEI customizations are defined in so-called ODD Files: 

„One Document Does it all“ 

 

 

 

TEI Consortium (2015): TEI: Customization. http://www.tei-c.org/Guidelines/Customization/  

http://www.tei-c.org/Guidelines/Customization/
http://www.tei-c.org/Guidelines/Customization/
http://www.tei-c.org/Guidelines/Customization/
http://www.tei-c.org/Guidelines/Customization/
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CUSTOMIZING A TEI SCHEMA 
HTTP://WWW.TEI-C.ORG/ROMA/ 
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CUSTOMIZING A TEI SCHEMA 
OXYGEN XML EDITOR 
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USING A TEI SCHEMA FOR ANNOTATING CMC 
DOCUMENTS IN OXYGEN 

To use a TEI customization for the (re-)annotation of CMC data,  

derive a schema, e.g. Relax NG, from the ODD file 

TEI_CMC_CHATCORPUS2CLARIN.rng 

 

then 

• Case 1:   start a new TEI document from the schema 

• Case 2:   associate an existing TEI document with the schema 
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CASE 1:   START A NEW TEI DOCUMENT FROM 
SCHEMA 












